
~Senior Biographies~
KAYLA BUTLER is a senior at Santa Clara High School where she is 
concertmaster in the school orchestra and has been president of the 
school Music Club for 3 years.  She has studied violin for 12 years 
under John Kraus and has been a member of the El Camino Youth 
Orchestra for 2 years, starting in the Sinfonietta.  In addition to the 
violin, she is an accomplished pianist and is in the process of teaching 
herself to play the oboe.  Kayla has also been a flautist with the school 
band.  She was grand champion in 2007 for the Youth Focus music 
competition for her age group where she played the piano.  She is 
receiving the Girl Scout Gold Award and has been a member of the 
organization for 11 years.  She plans to attend DeAnza and then 
transfer to a school of music.  

VICKI CHANG is a senior at Leland High School and has been in he 
Senior Symphony for five years. In addition to playing the flute and 
piccolo, she has studied violin for nine years. Vicki has been on the 
Leland varsity volleyball team for four years and has a black belt in Tae 
Kwon Do. Besides music, she enjoys drawing, playing sports, exploring 
new interests, and long walks on the beach. She plans to continue her 
studies at Berkeley.

INGA CHEN has been a member of ECYS for 4 years beginning in 
Wind Orchestra, progressing to Sinfonietta and finally Senior 
Symphony. She began playing flute in 5th grade and currently studies 
under Maria Tamburrino. She also participated in a quintet with her 
lovely friends from Senior Symphony, Aurora, Sarah, Molly and Joey, 
and they performed in senior homes, garden estates, galas and more. 
Inga would also like to thank Debra Weinberg for all her time and 
effort in helping the quintet improve. In addition to music, Inga is the 
News Editor of her school newspaper the Smoke Signal, adult-ranked 
in the martial art of aikido, and enjoys working with kindergarteners 
and second graders at a learning center. After graduation, Inga plans 
to study political science at UC Berkeley, and hopes to continue her 
passion of music in the Berkeley University Symphony. 

ADELE FENG has been a member of ECYS for two years, playing in 
Sinfonietta in her first year. She currently plays in Mission San Jose High 
School's Wind Ensemble and has been one of the drum majors of the 
school marching band for three years. Besides participating in city and 
state honor bands, Adele is also an active member in the non-profit 
organization Tri-City Band Corps and is currently the group's CEO. With 
her seven years of clarinet study, she teaches clarinet to elementary 
students in her neighborhood. After graduation, Adele plans to study 
biochemistry at UC Berkeley.

KIMBERLY  HELMS is a senior at Aragon High School in San 
Mateo and has been playing tuba in the senior symphony for 2 years. 
At school, she plays in the Aragon Wind Ensemble and has played in 
county honor bands and auditioned for the state honor band. In 
addition to her music studies, Kim has been a cheerleader three of 
her four high school years and works part-time.  After returning from 
a musical tour with her high school this summer in China, Kim will 
attend College of San Mateo where she plans to study psychology, 
pursue her interests in fashion design, and will continue to perform 
with the college in their music program.



ESTHER HOOD has been playing trumpet for eight years, and loving 
music for 18. She has been a member of ECYS for four years, and 
traveled with the Senior Symphony on its tours of Austria, Hungary, 
Germany, Czech Republic, and the Baltics. Esther is graduating from 
Aragon High School in San Mateo and will be attending the Bob Cole 
Conservatory at California State University Long Beach next year on a 
full tuition music scholarship. She plans to major in music education.

SARAH KAUBISCH will be graduating from Gunn High School, and, 
after a gap year, will become a violet bobcat at NYU, class of 2013. 
Sarah is not only the best clarinetist in the ECYS Woodwind Quintet, she 
is the only clarinet. Two of her favorite accomplishments during her 
five years with ECYS are the choreography of the woodwind section 
swaying for the Winter Concert, and having Martin Chalifour recognize 
her for a weekend. Her hobbies include cycling, watching The Office, 
cooking, singing along with the radio, and being a proud vegetarian.

MOLLY LAITINEN has enjoyed French horn, soccer, track, reading, 
traveling, skiing, swimming, piano, hanging out, movies, shooting pool, 
bowling, dying her hair, sewing, eating (ice cream) and sleeping, and is 
glad to be done with high school.  She will be attending San Francisco 
State in the Fall and wants to be an archaeologist like Indiana Jones 
when she grows up (except for the guy aspect) and will be minoring in 
music (because if she stops playing now, her mom will be...angry, turn 
green and destroy a city). She will be going to Costa Rica this summer 
for her graduating gift and hopes that giant spiders won't fall on her 
head.

JONATHAN LIN is a senior at Gunn High School and has been 
playing the violin for almost fifteen years now. He has been part of 
ECYS for ten years, starting in Galbraith String Orchestra and 
finishing for the last five years with the Senior Symphony. Jonathan is 
the president and the co-founder of the Gunn Chamber Music Club. 
He is also a co-captain of the Varsity team on the school Badminton 
team. Next year, he will be attending the University of California: 
San Diego and majoring in Biochemistry and Cell Biology. He hopes 
to take his love for music with him and continue playing in college.

JOY LIN will be graduating from 
Lynbrook High School this June as a Class of 2008 valedictorian. She 
has been a member of the El Camino Youth Symphony since sixth 
grade, and has served as Symphony Concertmistress for the past four 
years. Joy would like to thank Dr. Camilla Kolchinksy, Cathy Spieth, 
and most of all, her parents and violin teacher Mr. Vitaly Leykin for 
their endless support throughout the years. In addition to her 
participation in ECYS, Joy is also very active in her school and 
community. She serves as the President of the Bay Section chapter of 
Future Business Leaders of America and an officer in the Lynbrook 
chapter of National Honor Society. Although she is sad to be leaving 
the ECYS family, Joy is very excited about attending UCSD in the fall, 
where she will be studying bioengineering and management science on 
full scholarship.



IAN MACLEOD will be enjoying his studies at UCLA where he will 
major in Mathematics/Economics, Physics, and Military/Naval 
Science.  He draws his daily inspiration from the works of Bach, 
Beethoven, Vivaldi, and Mozart.  After playing violin seven years, he 
began playing the cello because of its deeper range and mellow tone.  
Throughout his school years, Ian was home schooled and attended 
College of San Mateo.  He highly enjoys playing classic rock on guitar 
and jam sessions with friends and family.  An Eagle Scout, he enjoys 
the outdoors through sailing, surfing, swimming, and backpacking.  He 
appreciates his time with the ECYS and enjoyed the tour abroad.  
"Where ever I go, music will always be playing in my mind."

TAYLOR PARRISH is a senior at Los Altos High School where he has 
performed with the Symphonic Band, the Wind Ensemble, the Jazz 
Ensemble, the Orchestra, Varsity Men's Glee, and Concert Choir. He 
joined the El Camino Wind Orchestra Fall of 2006, then joined the Senior 
Symphony after filling in for the 2007 pre-tour concert at the California 
Theater. In his spare time, Taylor enjoys cooking, sailing, barbeques on 
the beach, and aimless long boarding. Next year, Taylor plans to attend 
the University of Oregon to further his percussion studies under the 
tutelage of Charles Dowd and Sean Wagoner.

EMMA PELEGRI-O'DAY has played the flute in ECYS for eight 
years, starting with beginning and advanced Flute Ensembles, 
Sinfonietta, and finally Senior Symphony for the past three years. She 
loved going on tour last summer to the Baltics! When she isn't at 
symphony practice, she rows for NorCal Crew in Redwood City and has 
enjoyed success at the regional and national level. In her free time, she 
likes being a member of the second graduating class of Summit Prep 
Charter HS, sleeping, eating, and... sleeping. She will attend Williams 
College in Massachusetts in the fall.

JAMES SHIEH is 17 years old and a senior at Homestead High School. 
He has been in El Camino Youth Symphony for four years. ECYS has 
had a positive influence for James ranging from broadening his musical 
boundaries to making new friends and having fun. James is planning to 
attend Berkeley for fall 2008 and bids ECYS a thankful adieu. 

VICTOR SHIH is a senior at Mission San Jose. Since joining ECYS at 
age 9, he has worked himself up from the lowest ranks towards the 
prestigious Senior Symphony and has been playing as a violinist for 3 
years. He is an active member of his school's Swimming and Water 
Polo sports teams and is a member in many club organizations such as 
LEO club and Youth Alive. Victor enjoys long walks on the beach, as 
well as gazing at stars under a moonlit sky. In his spare time, he is 
engaged in whatever he feels like doing. Next year, he is planning on 
attending Duke University to study Biomedical Engineering in hopes 
of receiving adequate training to go on to medical school and become 
a surgeon. He may be playing violin on the side as well during this 
stressful time of life.



JEFFREY SHUM is a senior at San Mateo High School and has been 
playing in the senior symphony for 4 years. In Spring 2007 he won the 
ECYS concerto competition and performed his concerto with 
Sinfonetta in March 2008. At school, he plays in the San Mateo HS 
Marching Band and Symphonic Band and over the past four years has 
won principal Horn in the San Mateo HS District Honor Band. Besides 
playing the French Horn, he plays guitar and runs on the track team at 
San Mateo HS. Jeffrey enjoys coaching the younger horn players in 
school. Next year, he plans to attend UCLA as a French Horn 
performance major.

MENDI SUI has been a member of ECYS for 12 years, beginning in 
Chamber Players when she was just six-years-old, and gradually 
working her way up through Camerata, Galbraith, and  Sinfonietta. 
She is now finishing her third year in the Senior Orchestra as a violist. 
Mendi currently attends San Mateo High School, where she was a 
Cross Country and Long Distance Track and Field athlete. She has 
received the MVP award for Cross Country, two Scholar Athlete of 
the Year awards, and has been named Peninsula All-League 
Champion. She has also received a Book Award from Wellesley 
College for academics. Mendi plans to attend Columbia University in 
New York, where she will study Civil Engineering. She would to thank 
Dr. Kolchinsky and the rest of the staff for all they have done to make 
this last decade with ECYS memorable.

ANNA TCHETCHETKINE is a senior at Lynbrook High School and 
has been a Senior Symphony violinist throughout her high school years. 
She also plays piano and, to a limited extent, guitar. Her favorite 
musical activities include being a piano accompanist and singing in 
Lynbrook's nine-person jazz choir, as well as occasionally conducting 
her school's larger concert choir. She also heads her school's Music 
For Community club and serves as a co-President in French Club and 
the secretary of Lynbrook's chapter of the National French Honor 
Society. Her main academic interest thus far has been foreign 
languages - French and Japanese so far, in addition to her native 
Russian - although the experience of attending the International 
Linguistics Olympiad has made her very curious about linguistics as 
well. She will be exploring these and other interests in Princeton 
University next year (go tigers!).

JULIAN TONG is currently in his third year with ECYS playing 
double bass. After a year in Sinfonietta, he switched from cello to 
double bass and has been playing it since. Julian is currently attending 
his senior year at De Anza College. Next year he will be staying at De 
Anza to concentrate on his band and hopefully transfer a year early to 
his college of choice. 

THUY-AN TRAN is a senior at Milpitas 
High School and has been playing violin since she was six. Before 
she joined the Senior Symphony at ECYS, she was a member of the 
San Jose Youth Symphony. Thuy-An also has been playing the piano 
for twelve years and plays the dan tranh, the Vietnamese 16-string 
zither. In addition to music, she swims on the Varsity swimming team 
and is Vice-President of her school's Interact Club, editor of her 
school newspaper and president of her school's Junior State of 
America chapter. On her spare time, she likes to bake and play with 
her dog. In the future, Thuy-An wishes to find a cure for cancer and 
will attend Stanford University in the fall with a double major in 
biochemistry and music. 



FIONA WILKES is a senior at Gunn High School and this is her first 
year playing with the senior symphony. She has played lead trumpet in 
the Gunn High School Big Band Jazz Ensemble for two years, and has 
been the tenor saxophonist for the El Camino Wind Orchestra for three 
years. In addition, she is the president of the Gunn German Club, a 
member of the Gunn Robotics Team, and works at the Palo Alto Junior 
Museum and Zoo. Fiona enjoys hiking, capture the flag, midnight 
frisbee, and plans on majoring in Political Economy at Williams 
College, where she will be attending in the fall.

ELYSEE WILSON-EGOLF is graduating from Gunn High 
School in Palo Alto. While at Gunn, she was the President of the 
Japanese Culture club. She will probably study mechanical 
engineering at UC Berkeley in the fall and French literature if she 
has the time.  Elysee has played violin with ECYS for three years 
- two years with the Sinfonietta Orchestra and one with the Senior 
Symphony.

MELISSA WONG joined ECYS as a new old person this year. She 
likes Jelly Bellies, lime green, and the French. In college she might 
have to sell Sea Monkeys from her dorm room to support her "artistic" 
lifestyle and frozen yogurt dependency. After four years of drowning 
in Crimson truth, she'll be ready to join the circus. All of this is veritas. 
Thanks for a brilliant year! 

DAVID WOO is a senior at Palo Alto High School and has been 
playing clarinet since eighth grade. He has been a member of ECYS 
since ninth grade and joined the senior symphony in tenth grade. He 
would like to thank Ms. Debra Gardner and Dr. Kolchinsky for their 
guidance in his musical endeavors. David is also an active member of 
the Science Olympiad and Science Bowl club at Paly. Besides musical 
and academic activities, David enjoys reading manga and playing 
video games. This fall, David plans to attend Stanford University to 
study physics. However, he will always keep music as an important 
part of his life.

YOSHIE YAMAMOTO is currently a senior at Mission San Jose High 
School and has been playing the French horn in the ECYS senior 
symphony for the past four years. She has studied under the instruction 
of Ross Gershenson since the eighth grade. Before directing her interest 
towards the French horn, Yoshie has experimented with the violin and 
the piano. In the past, she has played in the East Central Illinois Youth 
Orchestra and participated in the Chicagoland Band Festival. At school, 
she runs for the school track team and is the president of the Japanese 
Club. Yoshie wants to thank Dr. Kolchinsky, Cathy Spieth, and her 
parents for their guidance and encouragement. In the fall, Yoshie will 
be attending UC San Diego, where she will major in biology. 



NICHOLAS YEUNG has been playing at ECYS for 2 years.  He is 
currently a senior at Monta Vista High School and will be majoring 
in electrical engineering at UC Berkeley.  He thanks his violin 
teacher, David Khevsurishvili, for his guidance and inspiration.

JAMES YOON is a senior at Leland High School and has played 
clarinet for seven years.  He has studied with his mentor, Ti Huang, 
for four years now and has been part of the El Camino Youth 
Symphony since 2004.  He has participated in many benefit concerts 
and has been a member of numerous ensembles, including the 
KAMSA youth orchestra, the Silicon Valley Youth Orchestra, and 
the concert band and orchestra at school.  He is also the president of 
the Leland American Red Cross Club and is a National Merit 
Finalist.  He plans to study business at New York University next 
fall.

JESSICA YU will be graduating from Palo Alto High School in 
June.  She has been playing the violin for ten years, studying with 
Irina Fainkichen.  She has been a member of ECYS for three years, 
including two years in the Senior Symphony.  Jessica will be 
attending Smith College in the fall.

AURORA ZHANG, senior at Gunn High School, has been 
playing the bassoon with ECYS for the past four years (one year 
in Sinfonietta, three years in Senior). She is currently the principal 
bassoonist of the Senior Symphony and Gunn’s Wind Ensemble. 
In addition, Aurora plays in the ECYS Woodwind Quintet (they 
still need a name) and has been a member of CBDA’s All-State 
Honor Band. Her other activities include nuggeting backpacks, 
singing the solo violin part during rehearsal, doodling, and telling 
bad jokes. This fall, she will go on an epic journey across Palo 
Alto to attend Stanford University.

Congratulations Class of 2008!


