
SENIOR RECOGNITION

ASHLEY AHN is a senior at Gunn High School and has been playing the violin in 
ECYS for six years. At school, she is a part of the Gunn Orchestra and Chamber 
Orchestra. For the past four years, she has also played with the KAMSA and 
SVVO organizations. In addition to playing the violin, Ashley figure skates 
and is on two synchronized skating teams. When she is not doing anything 
productive, Ashley enjoys playing Candy Crush, and is currently trying to beat 
level 763. Next fall, she plans on majoring in Biology at Santa Clara University.

CLAIRE BANG has been a member of ECYS for five years, beginning in 
Sinfionetta and now as a four-year member of Senior Symphony. At Pioneer 
High School, Claire was Concertmaster of the school orchestra for two years, 
and currently heads Pioneer’s Mock Trial team, Interact Club, and CSF Club. 
She received her school’s scholar awards for both the arts and sciences, 
in addition to the Presidential and Jefferson Awards for her service to the 
community. She will graduate as valedictorian from Pioneer. After being 
rejected from the prestigious UC Cupertino, Claire plans to pursue her interests 
in medicine and the arts at the University of California, Berkeley.

TIFFANY CHANG is a senior at Mission San Jose High School, and has been a 
member of the Senior Symphony for 2 years. She is currently studying under Mr. 
Ron Waibel. Besides spending her time on violin, she’s also been taking ballet 
lessons, volunteering at a nonprofit organization shop, and teaching children 
music and art. She is also the current concertmaster in her school orchestra. 
She has decided to attend UC Irvine to continue her pursuit in music.

IKJOO CHO is a senior attending Sacred Heart Preparatory, in Atherton, 
California. He has been been a member of the El Camino Youth Symphony 
for the past 5 years, and has been under the tutelage of Debra Gardner 
(a.k.a. the best teacher ever). He picked up the clarinet because he “liked 
the sound of it”, and has been playing it since the age of 11. He enjoys an 
assortment of physical activities, and can often be found outside on a run. He 
will attend Boston College next year.

ZACHARY CHUN is a senior at Gunn High School and has participated in ECYS 
for one year. At school, he plays in the Gunn Wind Ensemble and has played 
in various state and county honor bands. Besides studying clarinet, Zach has 
studied piano since he was 6. Although thankful for the opportunity to play 
in such an awesome environment that is ECYS, Zach is especially grateful for 
the opportunity to play with such a talented clarinet section - a group that 
often performs famous and challenging repertoire such as “What Makes You 
Beautiful” and “Under Da Sea.” Zach hopes to continue his musical hobbies 
throughout his life.



ALEX CLARK, age 17, is a senior at Mountain View High School.  He has 
been playing trumpet for eight years and has been a member of the Senior 
Symphony since 2011.  He began his trumpet studies in Chicago and has 
studied with Mr. Jacob Brodski since moving to Mountain View.  Alex has been 
a Merit Scholar at the Community School of Music and Art for 4 years, where 
he has performed in numerous concerts at the school and in the community.  
He received the Most Outstanding Musician award from MVHS’ Music 
Department his freshman year, and played in the school’s Wind Ensemble. He 
will be attending UC Santa Cruz and plans to live in Japan one day. 

SHAZIB ELAHI has been a member of ECYS for just one year, but has played 
the trumpet since he was nine. He is a senior at Mission San Jose High School, 
where he acts as the section leader of the marching band and lead trumpet 
in the jazz band. He has also played in various concert bands and orchestras 
at MSJHS. Shazib credits John William’s magical music for inspiring him to pick 
up the trumpet and ultimately leading to his discovery of classical music. His 
favorite composers include Dvorak, Mahler, and Tchaikovsky. This fall, he plans 
to study Computer Science at Purdue University and continue playing the 

trumpet in one of their symphony orchestras.

ALEX FANG is currently a senior at Palo Alto High School, and has been in 
ECYS for three years. Outside of ECYS, he is the vice president of Quiz Bowl 
Club and is an Eagle Scout. Next year he plans on attending UC Berkeley to 
study computer science.

STELLA HAN is a senior at Mission San Jose High School and she is currently 
the co-concertmaster of the senior symphony. She is also the concertmaster 
of the 2014 California All State Orchestra and the 1st place winner and 
the Outstanding Gold Medalist of the 2014 United States Open Music 
Competition. She is the president of the MSJ Impromptu Music Club and the 
MSJ A La Mode Fashion Club. In addition, Stella is a semi-finalist in the USA 
Biology Olympiad and a computer science research intern at UC Santa 
Barbara. Next year, she will be majoring in computer science at Carnegie 
Mellon University, School of Computer Science.  

JOSHUA HOROWITZ is a senior at Mountain View High School and has been 
a member of ECYS for three years. He began taking cello lessons with Petra 
Clark at the age of 13 and the following year, qualified for the CSMA Merit 
Scholarship Program. Today, Joshua continues to play for CSMA in the Merit 
Scholar String Quartet. At school, he has been an active member of his 
speech and debate team for four years, earning him a National Forensic 
League Degree of Special Distinction. Additionally, Joshua led his Botball 
Robotics team to win the Northern California Regional in both 2013 and 2014. 
After winning the National AP Scholar Award after Junior year, Joshua plans to 

study Computer Science at UC Berkeley.

ALEX HWANG has been a member of ECYS and Senior Symphony for 
three years. This is his eighth year playing viola, having studied with Hazelle 
Miloradovitch and Jenny Rudin. He thanks Mrs. Rudin tremendously for 
showing him compassion, kindness, and, most of all, an unbreakable passion 
for music. He will be attending Rice University in the fall to study chemistry, 
physics, and nanoengineering as well as continue playing viola. Alex also 
played varsity golf and conducted research at the Stanford School of 
Medicine throughout high school. Alex thanks all his family and friends who 
have supported him in his musical and non-musical endeavors over the years.



ALVIN KAO is currently a senior at Mission San Jose High School and has been 
a member of the ECYS Senior Symphony for four years. He started playing 
clarinet in fifth grade with Jason Bellenkes and currently studies under Karen 
Hoexter. Besides clarinet, Alvin also enjoys listening to music, reading, solving 
Rubik’s cubes, playing various card games, and collecting stuffed animals. 
Alvin plans on studying math and computer science at UC Berkeley. He would 
like to thank his parents, sister, music teachers, friends, and the ECYS staff for 
all their support.

PAUL KIRALY is a senior at Sequoia High School, earning his International 
Baccalaureate diploma as an honor student.  He has been a violinist in 
ECYS for 2 years starting in the senior symphony. At Sequoia, he served as 
concertmaster all four years and was the first freshman in Sequoia’s history to 
be selected as concertmaster.  In 2014, he was the recipient of the Peninsula 
Symphony Auxiliary’s Music Merit Award and scholarship. Besides his interest 
in violin, Paul has a passion for investments and politics. As the founder and 
president of Sequoia’s DECA Business Club, he ranked in the top-10 worldwide 
at ICDC in the Stock Market Game and has been involved in California 

Republican politics for many years, including publishing political guest opinions for local Silicon 
Valley newspapers and being one of eighteen youth delegates representing California at the 
2012 RNC Convention. An avid golfer, Paul played on Sequoia’s varsity golf team, the sport in 
which he lettered as a sophomore, and was on the Youth Advisory Board of the Humane Society 
Silicon Valley. Paul will attend Indiana University this fall as an honor student and will double major 
in business at the prestigious Kelley School of Business and in violin performance at the world-
renowned Jacobs School of Music. Go Hoosiers!

RACHEL LAI is a senior at Castilleja School. She has been in ECYS for six years, 
four of which were spent in the Senior Symphony. Outside of ECYS, Rachel 
performs in the pit orchestra for Castilleja’s theater productions. At school, 
she is a section editor for the monthly newspaper and the Editor-in-Chief of 
the yearbook. She has also enjoyed rowing crew and playing softball for eight 
years. In her free time, Rachel likes running, baking, spending time with friends, 
and reading Thought Catalog. She would like to thank her teacher, her family, 
her friends, and Dr. Cai for making her musical endeavors unforgettable. 
Rachel looks forward to attending Tufts University in the fall.

KYLE LIANG is currently a senior at Mission San Jose High School and is 
planning to attend University of California Los Angeles in the fall. He began 
playing piano at age six and French horn at age ten. He has been with ECYS 
Senior Symphony for two years, and is excited to complete his third year. Kyle 
is a Drum Major in the Mission San Jose High School marching band, and has 
participated in the All-State and Northern California Honor Bands for many 
years. His passion in the arts has led him to volunteer at the local junior high 
school band, where he led sectionals and tutored young aspiring musicians. 
He is also part of the Track and Field team and participates in hurdling events.

JONATHAN LIN, age eighteen, is a senior at Mountain View High School. He 
started violin lessons at age eight, and currently studies with Mr. Ryan Chen. 
A two-time soloist with the ECYS, Jonathan has performed at Carnegie Hall 
twice, most recently last November to solo as the winner of the 2014 American 
Protégé International Strings & Piano Competition. An honored two-time 
recipient of the US Presidential Award of Volunteer Service, Jonathan has led 
Christian missionaries in southern rural areas of Taiwan. He has also attended 
Stanford University’s Youth Leadership Conference on Asian and Pacific 
Islander Health. Jonathan would like to thank his friends and family for the 

wonderful experience here at ECYS. This August, Jonathan will be attending the University of the 
Pacific’s 5-Year DDS Pre-Dental Advantage Program.



DAVID LIOU is probably a student at Cupertino High School. He will be 
attending the University of California at Los Angeles in Fall 2015, and he will 
be studying Mechanical Engineering. David has studied flute for 9 years 
and is currently under the instruction of Dr. Yilien Hsu. He also plays one 
and a half other instruments, which are the piccolo and guitar. Outside of 
music, you may find David eating, being nerdy about engineering related 
stuff, managing clubs, volunteering, making puns, and lending money to 
other ECYS students during rehearsal breaks for vending machine snacks. 
Sometimes, David enjoys playing tennis, swimming, or hiking with friends.

 

LINUS LU, a senior at Saratoga High, has been in the Senior Symphony for 
seven years, serving as principal violist for the past five. Linus currently studies 
viola with Susan Bates at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, where he 
also studies composition and music theory. In addition, Linus is involved in the 
Bay Area Youth Music Society, a community service organization where he is 
currently assistant conductor. Outside of music, Linus is prolific writer, and has 
been recognized regionally and nationally for his short stories and poetry, and 
is the head-writing editor of his school’s literary magazine. This fall, he will go 
on to attend Yale with plans to major in Ethics, Politics, and Economics while 

continuing his musical endeavors.

JOHN LUU (French Horn) is a senior at Mission San Jose High School. He has 
been a member of ECYS for 2 years, beginning in Sinfonietta during his junior 
year. In the middle of that year, he was promoted into Senior Symphony, 
where he’s been the past 1.5 years. John began the French horn in Hopkins 
Junior High School’s concert and symphonic band. He now plays with Mission 
San Jose High School’s Wind Ensemble. Music isn’t his only form of enjoyment, 
however. He enjoys building and creating, and he discovered he could 
embody this interest in the form of engineering. He plans to both continue 
his passion in music and his interest in mechanical engineering at California 

Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo.

ARI-JIT MAJUMDAR is a senior at Lynbrook High School who has been a 
percussionist in ECYS’s senior symphony for two years. He has been doing 
percussion for seven years. Besides music, Ari volunteers at Boys and Girls 
Club of America as a youth volunteer as part of the Technology and Science 
Program. He has also been doing this for two years. After high-school, Ari plans 
to go to Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology in Terra-Haute, Indiana as a 
Mechanical Engineer.

ANNA MATTHEWS has been playing in ECYS for 4 years, starting from 
Sinfonietta. Anna began playing the bassoon in 7th grade and is studying 
under Yueh Chou. At Lydian Academy, Anna is Student Council president, 
and after school hours interns at a Stanford stem cell laboratory under Jill 
Helms. Anna also has been volunteering weekly at the Palo Alto animal 
shelter, and in her free time does Chinese painting and calligraphy, 
beekeeping, and gardening. After graduation, Anna plans to continue 
bassoon as she studies neuroscience at Duke University. Anna thanks her 
bassoon teacher for her guidance and support.



DEMETRI NICOLAOU went to Gunn High School and has played the bassoon 
since fifth grade.  He has been a member of ECYS since seventh grade, and 
joined the Senior Symphony for last year’s finale concert.  Demetri has also 
been a four-year member of the Gunn Band, and has played in the California 
All-State groups.  In addition to music, Demetri loves to bike and ski and was 
on a ski team since fifth grade until this year.  Next year, Demetri will study 
chemical engineering at UCLA, but he hopes that he will continue to play the 
bassoon in a band or an orchestra.

JOHNATHAN ORR is a senior at The King’s Academy. This is his 6th season with 
ECYS and his 3rd season in the Senior Symphony. He started playing the tuba 
in 6th grade and has been taking private lessons ever since, currently studying 
under Peter Wahrhaftig. Johnathan has been involved with his school’s 
marching band since 7th grade and is the drum major. He performed with 
the Santa Clara Vanguard Cadets in 2011 and 2012. Johnathan is also the 
president of the National Honor Society at TKA. In the fall, Johnathan will be 
studying tuba performance at Northwestern University’s Bienen School of 
Music. He would like to thank the ECYS staff, conductors, his private teacher, 

and his parents for their support.

DILLON PENG has been a member of ECYS for 5 years, and started playing the 
trumpet in 4th grade. He became interested in classical music after hearing 
it in kindergarten, and started playing after hearing his brother play the 
trumpet. He attends Mission San Jose High School, where he plays in the Wind 
Ensemble and Marching Band. He has also participated in groups such as the 
California All-Northern Honor Band and the California All-State Honor Band. 
He particularly enjoys the music of Shostakovich and Rachmaninoff, with the 
latter’s Piano Concerto No. 2 being his favorite piano piece of all time. This fall,  
he plans on attending UC San Diego majoring in Physics with a specialization    

                    in Astrophysics.

SRAVAN J. RAMASWAMY is a senior at Monta Vista High School, Cupertino, 
CA. Sravan began playing violin at age 9. He joined ECYS in Camerata (violin) 
when he was 12 years old. In the summer of 2012, he switched to viola under 
the guidance of Mr. Vladimir Klibanov. He  advanced to ECYS Sinfonietta 
(viola) in 2012 and Senior Symphony(viola) for the season 2014-15. Sravan has 
participated in his school orchestra. He is  a talented Indian classical music 
singer and enjoys drama & video games. He will be attending Santa Clara 
University majoring in Economics and intends to pursue the school orchestra 
as a viola player.

DANIEL SANDLER is a junior/senior at Aragon High School. He has been in 
ECYS for two years as part of senior symphony and is excited to tour with 
the orchestra. Outside of ECYS, Daniel acts, sings, and dances in musicals 
and theatre. He also swims, and his favourite events are butterfly and 
individual medley. He plans to pursue music outside of academics, and 
will be attending USC in the fall. He is also enrolled in HKUST and Università 
Bocconi for the following two years as an international business major, and will 
graduate from the three universities.



CHARLIE TIAN, violin, has been a member of the El Camino Youth Symphony 
for 2 years, both years in the Senior Symphony. He is also the assistant 
concertmaster of the string orchestra at Evergreen Valley High School, which 
played at the New York International Music Festival at Carnegie Hall in April 
and won the gold award. He enjoys the sciences, holding officer positions in 
Math and Physics Clubs. Furthermore, he enjoys playing Quiz Bowl, having 
been an active member of that club for 4 years. His most memorable 
achievements in these activities include scoring 9th at the Stanford Math 
Tournament and placing 1st individually at Cal Cup 3 for Quiz Bowl. He plans 

to attend UC Berkeley with the Regents’ and Chancellor’s scholarship after being rejected from UC 
Cupertino. He plans to major in Electrical Engineering and Computer Science with possible minors 
in physics and music theory.

NOELLE TOONG, a senior at Gunn High School, has been a member of ECYS 
for a total of eight years. She has been playing the violin for twelve years, 
and is a member of her school’s orchestra and chamber group. Noelle has 
also participated in the California All-State Orchestra for two years, and is a 
member of various clubs at her school, such as the French Club. In her free 
time, Noelle likes to sleep, eat, and watch cat and puppy videos. For the first 
time in forever, Noelle will be majoring in biology at Carnegie Mellon University 
where she will greet the cold with open arms and build a snowman, although 
it doesn’t have to be a snowman.

ANDREW WANG is a senior at Bellarmine College Preparatory, returning to 
ECYS after three years for his first and final season in the Senior Symphony as 
a violinist. At Bellarmine, Andrew participates in the school Chamber Music 
Society, which he co-founded, and the percussion and theatre arts pit 
ensembles. He also plays piano and has completed the Certificate of Merit 
advanced level. In addition to music, he swims competitively, having done 
so since the age of 9, and engages in community service, troubleshooting 
computer problems for the elderly and being a youth group leader at his 
church. Andrew holds a keen interest in science and engineering, especially 

concerning aerospace and rocketry. Next year, he plans to attend UCSD to study mechanical 
engineering while continuing to pursue his musical interests.

CASSANDRA WANG is a senior at Gunn High School and has been in ECYS for 
6 years. She started from the Flute Ensemble then went on to Sinfonietta and 
finally to Senior Symphony. She has been playing flute since 5th grade and 
has passed the level 9 Music Teachers’ Association of California Certificate of 
Merit. Besides flute, she was in her school’s Varsity Badminton team and does 
archery on her own. She is also treasurer of the Gunn Student Doctors Club 
and a member of the Junior State of America Club. After graduation she 
plans to study computer science and economics at UCSB.

AARON WONG has been a member of ECYS for 6 years, beginning in 
Camerata, then playing in the Wind Orchestra before moving up to the Senior 
Symphony. He has been a member of the symphony for two years now. 
Aaron attends Los Altos High School, where he is a member of the National 
Honor Society as well as his school’s wind ensemble. He hopes to continue 
to play the bassoon and pursue his interest in music while studying at Tufts 
University in the fall. Aaron would like to thank his parents as well as his various 
music teachers for supporting his musical aspirations.



VICTOR XIE is a 17-year-old senior from Palo Alto, California, who currently 
attends Palo Alto High School. He began his musical studies of piano at the 
age of 7, violin at the age of 10, and has continued piano under the tutelage 
of Ms. Erna Gulabyan since 2010 and Mr. Hans Boepple since 2014. Beyond 
classical piano, Xie enjoys listening to different types of music, composing 
and improvising, and running at night. He has enjoyed playing violin in the El 
Camino Youth Senior Symphony for four years.

VICTOR XUE is a senior at Gunn High School and has been playing the 
bassoon in the senior symphony for 2 years. He has played in the Gunn Wind 
Ensemble for two years. He enjoys reading books and playing video games in 
his free times. Next year, he plans to study chemical engineering at UCLA and 
hopes to continue playing the bassoon.

AIMEE XU is a junior at Mission San Jose High School and has been a member 
of Senior Symphony for the past two years. She is also a member of the Bay 
Area Youth Music Society and the California Youth Chinese Symphony. In 
addition to playing cello, Aimee has also performed in numerous school 
theatre productions and is the publicity and events manager for Phoenix Art 
and Literary Magazine. In her free time, she enjoys photography and baking. 
Aimee looks forward to studying business administration at the University of 
Southern California this fall. 

REBECCA ZHENG is a graduating senior from Notre Dame High School. She 
has been a flautist at ECYS for the last four years starting in Wind Orchestra 
and advancing Sinfonietta and to the Senior Symphony. ECYS has created a 
lot of her favorite memories and she has met a lot of new friends while doing 
something she loves. She hopes to continue playing the flute at the University 
of California, Berkeley in the coming fall.

AURICK ZHOU is a senior at Mission San Jose High School and has been 
playing clarinet for ECYS for three years, playing in Sinfonietta for two years 
before joining the Senior Symphony this year. He also plays in the Mission San 
Jose Wind Ensemble and marching band, as well as state and district honor 
bands. Besides playing clarinet, Aurick participates in various academic 
competitions, qualifying for the USA Junior Mathematics Olympiad, the USA 
Computing Olympiad Gold Division, and earning a bronze medal at the USA 
Physics Olympiad Semifinals. Next year, he plans to study computer science at 
UC Berkeley.
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Congratulations to the Class of 2015!


