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GSYO ANNOUNCES SIXTY-FIRST SEASON!

SEASON PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE DVORAK’S NEWWORLD
SYMPHONY, BERLIOZ’S SYMPHONIE FANTASTIQUE, COLEMAN’S UMOJA:
ANTHEM OF UNITY, AND PERFORMANCES IN THE CALIFORNIA FESTIVAL:
A CELEBRATION OF NEW MUSIC AND THE BAY AREA YOUTH ORCHESTRA

FESTIVAL, HOSTED BY THE SAN FRANCISCO SYMPHONY!

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA EMBARKS ON A TOUR TO SOUTHERN FRANCE &
SPAIN IN SUMMER 2024!

(Palo Alto, CA – August 1, 2023) The Golden State Youth Orchestra’s sixty-first season is

one highlight after another! Maestro Tay has selected masterworks by Dvorak,

Berlioz, Copland, Holst, and more! The ambitious season will culminate in
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Mediterranean Tour 2024, where the Symphony Orchestra will perform in the great

halls of Southern France, and Barcelona!

The Symphony premiers its season at the November 5 California Festival Concert as

a part of the statewide Celebration of New Music led by the San Francisco Symphony,

Los Angeles Philharmonic, and San Diego Symphony, which highlights music

composed in the last five years. The impressive musical line-up will feature classics

like Copland’s quintessentially American Appalachian Spring and Holst’s inspiring

“Jupiter” from The Planets, while also spotlighting new works such as Umoja:

Anthem of Unity by New York-based composer Valerie Coleman and The Night

Bazaar by Singaporean composer Jonathan Shin. The 7pm performance will be held

at the Cañada College Theatre in Redwood City, and tickets ($25 General/$15

Student-Senior) are available at gsyomusic.org.

The beautiful California Theatre in Downtown San Jose is the site of the December 10

Holiday Concert. The Symphony Orchestra, Camilla Kolchinsky Orchestra, El Camino

Wind Orchestra, and Honors Wind Ensemble celebrate the holiday season with a

festive program of dances, overtures, and suites. Tickets ($25 General/$15

Student-Senior) for the 7:30pm performance are available at gsyomusic.org.

GSYO is honored to, once again, be invited to perform at the Bay Area Youth

Orchestra Festival, which marks the return of the festival to Davies Symphony Hall

for the first time since 2020. GSYO previously participated in the festival in 2012, 2014,

2016, 2018, and 2020. The 3pm concert on January 14, 2024 is the culmination of a day

of learning and music-making, featuring youth orchestras from across the Bay Area.

Information and tickets will be available at sfsymphony.org at a later date.

At the March 30, 2024 Spring Concert, the Symphony presents one of the most

imaginative and innovative works of the Romantic Era - Hector Berlioz’s Symphonie
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Fantastique. Rounding out the program will be Anna Clyne’s Masquerade, Bloch’s

Suite Hébraïque, and Saint-Saens Piano Concerto No. 2 in G minor. Tickets ($25

General/$15 Student- Senior) are available at gsyomusic.org. 7pm at Spangenberg

Theatre in Palo Alto.

The Season Finale Concert, June 4, 2024, 7pm at Cañada College Theatre features

one of the most beloved symphonies in all of the repertoire: Antonín Dvořák's

Symphony No. 9 in E minor (“From the New World”). Along with Chabrier’s Rapsodie

España, Ibert’s Flute Concerto, and Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No. 1, this concert is

not to be missed! Tickets ($25 General/$15 Student-Senior) will be available at

gsyomusic.org.

Next summer it’s bonjour and buenas noches as GSYO will embark on Tour 2024 to

the Mediterranean with performances in Lyon, France; Aix-En-Provence, France;

Toulouse, France; and Barcelona, Spain. Preview the tour repertoire, including

Coleman’s Umoja: Anthem of Unity, Dvorak’s NewWorld Symphony, Chabrier’s

Rapsodie España, and Moncayo’s Huapango at the Bon Voyage Concert, June 19,

2024, 7pm at Menlo-Atherton Performing Arts Center in Atherton. Tickets ($25

General/$5 Student-Senior) available at gsyomusic.org

Dr. Yun Song Tay assumed the position as Music Director of Golden State Youth

Orchestra and Conductor of the Symphony Orchestra and Camilla Kolchinsky

Orchestra in 2022. Praised by the Polish Radio presenter Adam Rozlach as a “cheerful,

vibrant and musically active conductor,” and recognized for his “very natural feel for

conducting,” Yun Song Tay has guest conducted orchestras across Asia, Europe and

North America.

Dr. Tay previously served as the Assistant Conductor for Phoenix Youth Symphony

Orchestras from 2020-21 and Arizona State University Orchestra from 2018-2021.
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During his time in the valley, he also led the Phoenix Symphony in their Education

Concert Series. Other ensembles he has conducted during his vibrant career include

Orchestra de Camera Fiorentina, Berlin Sinfonietta, European Youth Wind Orchestra,

Dutch Royal Guards Band, Cleveland Heights Chamber Orchestra, Orchestra

Collective (Singapore), MusicaNova Orchestra, and the US Army Field Band. A strong

advocate for contemporary music, Yun Song has also conducted the Cleveland

Institute of Music New Music Ensemble in multiple performances.​

Yun Song is the recipient of the Sim Hay Lum Music Scholarship and has received

grants from the National Arts Council of Singapore. He was a semifinalist of 2014

Wind Band Conducting Competition in Jarvenpaa and a quarter-finalist in the 2017

Fitelburg Orchestral Conducting Competition. He was also a finalist in the Houston

Symphony Assistant Conductor search in 2019 and was selected as a Reynolds

Conducting Institute fellow in 2021.

Yun Song received his Doctorate of Musical Arts in Orchestral Conducting from

Arizona State University under Dr. Jeffery Meyer. He received his Master’s degree in

Orchestral Conducting at Cleveland Institute of Music and Bachelor’s degree in Wind

Conducting at Conservatorium van Amsterdam, where his conducting mentors

included Carl Topilow and Danny Oosterman. He has also conducted in

masterclasses and lessons for esteemed conductors such as Leonid Korchmar, Lutz

Kohler, Jahja Ling, JoAnn Falletta, Tito Muñoz, Carl St.Clair, Giancarlo Guerrero and

Larry Rachleff.

Born and raised in Singapore, Yun Song began his musical journey on the piano and

flute. He won the position of principal flutist with the Singapore National Youth

Orchestra from 2007 to 2009 and received a top prize at the Singapore Flute Festival

Competition in 2009. Outside of music, Yun Song enjoys learning languages. He
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speaks, in order of fluency, English, Mandarin Chinese, Dutch, Korean, Teochew, and

has a working knowledge in German, Italian and French.

Two core principles underlie the GSYO mission: Music Education, to nurture, train

and develop young musicians from culturally diverse backgrounds and encourage a

lasting appreciation of music, and Musical Excellence, to provide high-quality

performance opportunities for young people and outstanding musical events for the

wider community. The Symphony Orchestra, Golden State Youth Orchestra’s

preeminent orchestra, is comprised of over 110 talented young musicians from all

over the Bay Area who perform professional repertoire and travel internationally.

GSYO offers its students the opportunity to learn from and perform with

world-renowned musicians, recent guest artists include pianists Jon Nakamatsu, Ilya

Yakushev and Naomi Kudo, violinists Philippe Quint and David Kim, cellist Zuill

Bailey, and Brandon Ridenour, trumpet. The orchestra has been honored to perform

at Davies Symphony Hall in San Francisco, most recently in January 2020 at the Bay

Area Youth Orchestra Festival. Previous Music Directors include John Eells, Dr.

Jindong Cai, Dr. Camilla Kolchinsky, Melissa McBride, and Dr. Arthur Barnes. Christine

Kittinger is the current President of the Board of Directors.
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