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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Golden State Youth Orchestra Announces Inaugural Emerging Composers’
Competition

[Palo Alto, CA - July 31, 2024] – Golden State Youth Orchestra is excited to announce
the launch of its inaugural Emerging Composers’ Competition, aimed at discovering
and nurturing the next generation of musical talent. This competition offers a unique
opportunity for emerging composers to showcase their work, gain recognition, and
advance their careers.

All composers of any career status, nationality, or demographic group under the age
of 35 are encouraged to apply. Works will be considered based on its composition
quality and appropriateness for GSYO and its audience.

Key Dates:

● Application Opens: September 9, 2024
● Submission Deadline: April 30, 2025
● Winners Announcement: June 1, 2025

Prizes:

● First Prize: US$750, Performance of the work during the 2025-2026 season by
the Symphony Orchestra, the top orchestra at GSYO, including professional
audio recording of the concert performance

● Second Prize: US$500
● Third Prize: US $250
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Jury:

● Yun Song Tay, GSYO Music Director and Conductor
● Jeffery Meyer, Professor of Music, Orchestral Conducting, Indiana University

Jacobs School of Music
● Valeria Pelka, Composer & Orchestrator

Submission Guidelines:

● Composers must be under the age of 35 (born after January 1, 1990).
● Works must be between 6-12 minutes.
● Previous commissions by community orchestra or composition projects in

music schools are allowed. However, works that have been publicly performed
by a professional orchestra are not allowed.

● Work must be written for a full symphony orchestra. Maximum
instrumentation (3.3.3.3 – 4.3.3.1 – strings – hp.pf – 5 perc). Composers are
encouraged to fully utilize this instrumentation but not necessarily all of them.

● Detailed submission guidelines and the entry form are available at
gsyomusic.org/ecc

"Commissioning new works is extremely important for any orchestra. Symphony
orchestras can very easily fall into the habit of regurgitating masterworks of great
composers from the past, for a good reason; however, composers are at the frontier
of progress in Classical Music and if they do not write, we will not have the music of
tomorrow," said Dr. Yun Song Tay, Music Director. "The purpose of this competition is
to encourage more newmusic to be written and performed."

For more information, including competition rules and how to enter, please visit
GSYO’s website or contact Dr. Yun Song Tay (yunsongtay@gsyomusic.org).

More than 450 K-12 students from over 100 schools from San Francisco to Santa Cruz
train and perform in five orchestras and two ensembles, led by the award-winning,
internationally recognized Symphony Orchestra. Concerts, tours, retreats, summer
workshops, masterclasses and music festivals form a vital part of the Golden State
Youth Orchestra experience, creating opportunities for youth at all levels of musical
experience to develop socially and artistically while participating in the Bay Area's
foremost instrumental training and education program.
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