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REQUIREMENTS AT A GLANCE



SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
The Symphony Orchestra program is GSYO's most advanced level orchestra, performing professional
symphony repertoire. This award-winning ensemble is comprised of more than one hundred and twenty
talented musicians from throughout the Bay Area. This orchestra studies under the baton of Dr. Yun Song
Tay, GSYO Music Director, who challenges the musicians to reach a high level of achievement.

In addition to featuring outstanding student soloists, professionals of international renown regularly perform
with the Symphony. For a list of previous guest artists, visit the GSYO History page.

The Symphony has a long tradition of international tours, in recent years touring every other summer. For
additional information, please visit the International Tour page.

Each August, the Symphony launches its season with a week-long Retreat where the season program is
previewed and the musicians work intensively with sectional coaches and the conductor.

The Symphony rehearses weekly throughout the school year, beginning in mid-August and concluding late in
May or the first week of June. Prior to each concert program, there are sectionals with professional coaches
and two dress rehearsals.

Symphony musicians are encouraged to participate in GSYO Solo Competitions.

https://www.gsyomusic.org/people/yun-song-tay/
https://www.gsyomusic.org/people/yun-song-tay/
https://www.gsyomusic.org/about/mission-history/
https://www.gsyomusic.org/our-programs/senior-symphony/international-tour/
https://www.gsyomusic.org/our-programs/senior-symphony/symphony-retreat/
https://www.gsyomusic.org/our-programs/solo-competitions/


SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Audition Expectations Previous ensemble experience. Sight-reading. See the requirements for each

instrument group outlined below.

Strings Three-octave scale in key of your choice, ascending and descending, played
twice: first time is slower, second time is faster with more notes per bow; for
example: first time: 4 or 6 notes per bow; second time faster with 8 or 9 notes per
bow.
Three-octave triplet spiccato scale in key of your choice, each note played as a
triplet.
Arpeggio* in key of your scale (major, minor, dominant 7th, and diminished 7th),
played once at a speed that best represents your technical level
Prepared solo or étude: choose contrasting sections from a movement of the
standard repertoire or two sections from contrasting pieces: recommended solo
length: 5 minutes.

Chromatic scale from your lowest to highest note, ascending and descending;
All major scales, ascending and descending. Memorization preferred.
(Adjudicator will choose 2-3 scales at audition.)
Two works of contrasting styles and tempos (one can be an étude) or 2
contrasting sections of one solo. Please choose works that demonstrate your
current level of playing.

Woodwinds

Chromatic scale from your lowest comfortable note to highest note, ascending
and descending;
Play 6 major scales as quickly as you can with a steady and even rhythm,
ascending and descending. Slur 3 scales and tongue 3 scales. Play with your best
tone. If you can, play a couple of the scales 2 octaves. Make sure you choose
scales that demonstrate your entire range.
Choose contrasting sections from a movement of the standard repertoire or two
sections from contrasting pieces. Recommended solo length: 5 minutes

Brass

Snare drum single stroke. (slow to fast to slow, gradual accelerando and
ritardando, seamlessly)
Snare drum roll approximately for 20 seconds, (ppp for 3 sec, then gradual
crescendo, keep fff for 5 sec, then gradual diminuendo to ppp, keep the ppp for 3
sec.)
Prepared solo or étude of your choice on two or more of the following
instruments to represent your skill level: Timpani, Snare Drum, Mallets (Bells or
Xylophone).

Percussion



CAMILLA KOLCHINSKY ORCHESTRA
The Camilla Kolchinsky Orchestra, formerly Sinfonietta Orchestra, is named after former Music Director and
Conductor Emeritus Dr. Camilla Kolchinsky. Dr. Kolchinsky (1931-2016) retired from GSYO in June, 2015. In her
twenty years with Golden State Youth Orchestra she instructed and inspired thousands of young musicians.
Outside of GSYO founder, William Galbraith, no other person has had such an immeasurable impact on the
organization. It is with great reverence to Dr. Kolchinsky’s memory that we renamed the Sinfonietta Orchestra
in her honor.

The Camilla Kolchinsky Orchestra, conducted by Music Director Dr. Yun Song Tay, is an advanced-level
ensemble for middle and high school students. CKO students receive intensive training in standard orchestral
repertoire. Students may progress in the Camilla Kolchinsky Orchestra for multiple years and some remain
through the end of high school, while others are in preparation for the Senior Symphony. The Orchestra
performs original music chiefly from the classical and romantic periods.

There are regular split rehearsals and full orchestra for all instruments. Prior to each concert program, there
are specialized sectionals with professional coaches and two dress rehearsals.

The Camilla Kolchinsky Orchestra Season is launched in late August with the Allegretto Weekend Retreat at
UC Santa Cruz. The camp includes sectionals and full orchestra rehearsal. CKO performs four times each
season, including the December Holiday Pops Concert at the California Theatre with the Senior Symphony.
Concerts feature special guest artists and student soloists. Kolchinsky musicians are encouraged to
participate in GSYO Solo Competitions.

https://www.gsyomusic.org/people/kolchinsky/
https://www.gsyomusic.org/people/yun-song-tay/
https://www.gsyomusic.org/our-programs/solo-competitions/


Three-octave scale in key of your choice, ascending and descending, played
twice: first time is slower, second time is faster with more notes per bow; for
example: first time 4 or 6 notes per bow; second time faster with 8 or 9 notes per
bow.
Three-octave triplet spiccato scale in key of your choice, each note played as a
triplet.
Arpeggio* in key of your scale (major, minor, dominant 7th, and diminished 7th),
played once at a speed that best represents your technical level.
Prepared solo or étude: choose contrasting sections from a movement of the
standard repertoire or two sections from contrasting pieces;

Chromatic scale from your lowest to highest note, ascending and descending;
All major scales, ascending and descending. Memorization preferred.
(Adjudicator will choose 2-3 scales at audition.)
Two works of contrasting styles and tempos (one can be an étude) or 2
contrasting sections of one solo. Please choose works that demonstrate your
current level of playing.

Chromatic scale from your lowest comfortable note to highest note, ascending
and descending;
Play at least 4 major scales and up to 6 major scales as quickly as you can with a
steady tempo and even rhythm, ascending and descending. Slur half of the
scales and tongue the others. Play with your best tone. Make sure the scales you
choose demonstrate your entire range.
Two short contrasting solos or two contrasting sections of one longer solo (any
preferred major sections of the solos are okay.

CAMILLA KOLCHINSKY ORCHESTRA
Audition Expectations Previous ensemble experience. Sight-reading. See the requirements for each

instrument group outlined below.

Strings

Woodwinds

Brass

Snare drum single stroke. (slow to fast to slow, gradual accelerando and
ritardando, seamlessly)
Snare drum roll approximately for 20 seconds, (ppp for 3 sec, then gradual
crescendo, keep fff for 5 sec, then gradual diminuendo to ppp, keep the ppp for 3
sec.)
Prepared solo or étude of your choice to represent your skill level on Snare Drum
and Timpani.

Timpani



EL CAMINO WIND ORCHESTRA
The El Camino Wind Orchestra (ECWO), conducted by Dr. Richard Roper, is a woodwind, brass, and
percussion intermediate level ensemble composed of bright young middle and high school students from
across the Bay Area.

ECWO musicians experience a wide breadth of repertoire, ranging from classical transcriptions to modern
works just a few years old.

Students are given thorough instruction in ensemble balance and intonation while experiencing a rigorous
challenge of their technical skills. The ECWO serves as a training ensemble for some students, but it is also
often a destination for musicians who prefer a wind orchestra program to a full orchestra.

The ECWO season runs September through May, and the musicians perform in three concerts during the
year.

Wind Orchestra musicians are encouraged to enroll in GSYO Summer Conservatory and GSYO Solo
Competitions.

https://www.gsyomusic.org/people/dr-richard-roper-2/
https://www.gsyomusic.org/people/dr-richard-roper-2/
https://www.gsyomusic.org/our-programs/summer-conservatory/
https://www.gsyomusic.org/our-programs/solo-competitions/
https://www.gsyomusic.org/our-programs/solo-competitions/


Chromatic scale from your lowest to highest note, ascending and descending.
All Major scales, ascending and descending. Memorization encouraged.
(Adjudicator will choose 2-3 scales at audition.)
Prepared solo or étude that best demonstrates your current playing level
Sight-reading

Chromatic scale from your lowest to highest note, ascending and descending;
Play at least 4 major scales and up to 6 major scales as quickly as you can with a
steady tempo and even rhythm, ascending and descending. Slur half of the
scales and tongue the others. Make sure the scales you choose demonstrate your
entire range;
Two short contrasting solos or two contrasting sections of one longer solo (any
preferred major sections of the solos are okay; it's not necessary to start at the
beginning).
Sight-reading

EL CAMINO WIND ORCHESTRA
Audition Expectations Previous ensemble experience. See the requirements for each instrument group

outlined below.

Woodwinds

Brass

Snare drum single stroke. (slow to fast to slow, gradual accelerando and
ritardando, seamlessly)
Snare drum roll approximately for 20 seconds, (ppp for 3 sec, then gradual
crescendo, keep fff for 5 sec, then gradual diminuendo to ppp, keep the ppp for 3
sec.)
Prepared solo or étude of your choice to represent your skill level on two of the
following instruments: Snare Drum, Timpani, Mallets (Bells or Xylophone)
Sight-reading

Percussion



GALBRAITH HONOR STRINGS
The Galbraith Honor Strings program is named in honor of the founder of our organization, William Galbraith,
who was our first music director. This program is an intermediate string orchestra composed of middle and
high school students from across the Bay Area.

Galbraith Honor Strings offers talented young string players training in a focused environment. Working
closely with Conductor Mariya Borozina and sectional coaches to develop their musicality and technique,
these gifted young musicians provide outstanding performances for their loyal audience.

Galbraith Honor Strings is featured in three concerts per season and rehearse weekly with one dress rehearsal
prior to each performance. Each season begins in late August/early September with seating auditions and a
local camp: September Staccato.

https://www.gsyomusic.org/people/mariya-borozina/


VIOLIN/VIOLA/CELLO: Three-octave scale in key of your choice, ascending and
descending, slurred. Played twice, slow to fast, for example: first time is slower 3
or 4 notes per bow; second time is faster with 6 or 8 notes per bow, etc.

DOUBLE BASS: Two-octave scale in key of your choice, ascending and
descending, slurred. Played twice, slow to fast, for example: first time is slower 3
or 4 notes per bow; second time is faster with 6 or 8 notes per bow, etc.

Prepared solo or étude of contrasting styles and tempos. You may play the entire
piece if it is under 5 minutes long; choose a 5 minute excerpt if the piece is
longer;
Sight-reading

GALBRAITH HONOR STRINGS
Audition Expectations Previous ensemble experience. See the requirements for each instrument group

outlined below.

Strings

At least one (though preferably a few) arpeggio(s)* in the key of your
chosen scale, slurred. Played twice, slow to fast, for example: first time
3-4 notes per bow, second time 9 notes per bow.

Optional arpeggios



CAMERATA ORCHESTRA
Conducted by Jordan Webster, Camerata Orchestra is a beginning/intermediate ensemble composed of
string, woodwind, brass, and percussion students with two to three years of private lessons. There are weekly
sectionals and full orchestra for all instruments.

Camerata musicians learn complex musical ideas and techniques, accompany several student soloists, and
are in-training for Galbraith Honor Strings or the El Camino Wind Orchestra.

Most rehearsals begin with musicians in sectionals. String musicians and percussionists work with Ms.
Webster while winds rehearse with Ms. Gardner, allowing for more specialized attention before coming
together in full orchestra after the break. 

The Camerata season runs September through May, and the musicians perform in three concerts during the
year.

Camerata Orchestra musicians are eligible to enroll in GSYO Summer Conservatory.

https://www.gsyomusic.org/people/jordan-webster/
https://www.gsyomusic.org/our-programs/summer-conservatory/


Chromatic scale from your lowest to highest note, ascending and descending;
Major scales through four sharps and four flats, at least two octaves if possible,
ascending and descending. Memorization encouraged
Prepared solo or étude that best demonstrates your current playing level
Optional excerpt of Camerata-Level Piece: Excerpt listed on website
Sight-reading

Woodwinds

All major scales the musician knows, but a minimum of three. Play one scale
slurred and the rest articulated, ascending and descending
Two short contrasting pieces or études OR contrasting sections of one longer
solo (any preferred major sections of the solos are okay; it's not necessary to start
at the beginning); recommended length 3 minutes.

Brass

One major scale and (optional) the major and minor related arpeggios; played
twice, ascending and descending: the first time is slower with 3 or 4 notes per
bow, second time is faster with 6 or 8 notes per bow (see scale requirements for
each instrument):

Prepared solo or étude (no more than 2 minutes);
Required excerpt of Camerata-level piece:

Possible sight-reading

CAMERATA ORCHESTRA
Audition Expectations Previous ensemble experience. Sight-reading. See the requirements for each

instrument group outlined below.

Strings

Snare drum single stroke (slow to fast to slow, gradual accelerando and
ritardando, seamlessly).
Snare drumroll approximately for 20 seconds, (ppp for 3 sec, then gradual
crescendo, keep fff for 5 sec, then gradual diminuendo to ppp, keep the ppp for 3
sec.)
Prepared solo or étude of your choice to represent your skill level on one or more
of the following instruments: Snare Drum, Timpani, Mallets (Bells or Xylophone).
Sight-reading

Percussion

VIOLIN: 2-octave E major scale; optional: E major and E minor arpeggios.
VIOLA/CELLO/DOUBLE BASS: 2-octave A major scale; optional A major
and A minor arpeggios.

VIOLIN: Assigned excerpt (listed on website)
VIOLA/CELLO/DOUBLE BASS: Assigned excerpt (listed on website)



CHAMBER PLAYERS ORCHESTRA
The Chamber Players Orchestra, conducted by Jordan Webster, is a beginning-level program composed of
string, wind, and percussion students who have had one to three years of private lessons.

At Chamber Players Orchestra, each musician learns how to follow a conductor and to play as an ensemble, to
play in-tune, and to achieve the correct sound and balance for each section of the orchestra.

Most rehearsals begin with musicians in sectionals. String musicians and percussionists work with Ms.
Webster while winds rehearse with Ms. Gardner, allowing for more specialized attention before coming
together in full orchestra after the break. 

Chamber Players Orchestra begins rehearsals in September and performs three concerts each season, in
December, March, and May.

It is recommended that students who plan to attend Chamber Players Orchestra enroll in Beginning
Orchestra in Summer Conservatory prior to their first year in Chamber Players Orchestra. With faculty
approval, experienced musicians from Chamber Players Orchestra may enroll in Intermediate Chamber
Orchestra in Summer Conservatory.

https://www.gsyomusic.org/people/jordan-webster/
https://www.gsyomusic.org/our-programs/summer-conservatory/
https://www.gsyomusic.org/our-programs/summer-conservatory/


One major scale of your choice, played twice, ascending and descending, once
slurred and once tongued
Prepared solo or étude that best demonstrates your current playing level
Optional (recommended) excerpt of Chamber Players-Level Piece: Excerpt listed
on website
Sight-reading

Woodwinds

All major scales the musicians knows, but a minimum of three. Play one scale
slurred and the rest articulated, ascending and descending; choose scales that
demonstrate the musician's full range.
Two short contrasting pieces or études OR contrasting sections of one longer
piece (any preferred major sections of the solos are okay; it's not necessary to
start at the beginning); solo length 2 minutes in total.

Brass

Snare drum single stroke (slow to fast to slow, gradual accelerando and
ritardando, seamlessly).
Snare drumroll approximately for 20 seconds, (ppp for 3 sec, then gradual
crescendo, keep fff for 5 sec, then gradual diminuendo to ppp, keep the ppp for 3
sec.)
Prepared solo or étude of your choice to represent your skill level on one or more
of the following instruments: Snare Drum, Timpani, Mallets (Bells or Xylophone).
Sight-reading

Percussion

One major scale and an (optional) related arpeggio, ascending and descending,
slurred; Played twice, for example: first time is slower 2 or 4 notes per bow, second
time is faster with more notes per bow (see scale requirement for your instrument):

Prepared solo or étude (no more than 2 minutes);
Required excerpt of Chamber Players-Level Piece: Excerpt listed on website
Possible sight-reading

CHAMBER PLAYERS ORCHESTRA
Audition Expectations See the requirements for each instrument group outlined below. Musicians must

be reading music notes.

Strings

VIOLIN: one or two-octave A major scale; optional: A major arpeggio.
VIOLA/CELLO: one or two-octave D major scale; optional: D major
arpeggio
DOUBLE BASS: one or two-octave scale of your choice; optional: one
arpeggio (musician's choice).


