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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Golden State Youth Orchestra Presents a Thrilling Evening of Symphonic 
Masterpieces featuring Assistant Concertmaster of The Cleveland Orchestra, Stephen 
Tavani 

[Palo Alto, CA - February 27, 2025] – Golden State Youth Orchestra (GSYO) invites music 
lovers to an extraordinary evening of orchestral brilliance at the Symphony Spring Concert 
on March 29, 2025, 7:00 PM at the San Mateo Performing Arts Center. Under the baton of 
Dr. Yun Song Tay, the orchestra will present a powerful program featuring 
Rimsky-Korsakov’s Scheherazade, Sibelius’ Violin Concerto in D minor with guest soloist 
Stephen Tavani, and Germination by contemporary composer Wenbin Lyu. 

The evening begins with Wenbin Lyu’s Germination, an exhilarating work that explores 
growth, transformation, and energy through dynamic orchestral textures. This modern 
composition serves as a vibrant opening to a night of musical storytelling. 

A dazzling display of orchestral color, Rimsky-Korsakov’s Scheherazade transports 
audiences into the mesmerizing world of One Thousand and One Nights. With its lush 
orchestration, sweeping melodies, and evocative themes, this symphonic suite is a 
masterful journey through adventure and fantasy. 

The program also highlights the breathtaking Sibelius Violin Concerto, performed by the 
internationally acclaimed Stephen Tavani. Recognized for his exceptional artistry, Tavani 
has been praised by The New York Times “...Tavani sometimes cooled his tone to the 
smoothness of frosted glass, adding a soft-focus filter to the chiseled melodies....” His 
performance promises to deliver both the emotional depth and virtuosic brilliance that 
make this concerto a cornerstone of the violin repertoire. 

Tavani’s impressive career includes performances with major orchestras worldwide, 
collaborations with esteemed musicians, and appearances at prestigious festivals such as 
Marlboro and Dresden, as well as the Sibelius International Violin Competition. He has 
appeared as guest concertmaster with the Houston Symphony, Indianapolis Symphony, 
Jacksonville Symphony, and Louisiana Philharmonic, and before joining the Cleveland 
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Orchestra, he was concertmaster of the Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia. He has 
performed as soloist with the Youngstown Symphony, the Orchestra of the Americas, and 
at the MasterWorks festival with conductors Carlos Miguel Prieto, Andrew Litton Delta 
David Gier, and Miriam Burns.  

Tavani currently is on violin faculty at the Cleveland State University School of Music, and 
also has taught masterclasses at the Cleveland Institute of Music young artist program 
and at conservatories in Spain and Germany. A graduate of the Colburn Conservatory and 
Cleveland Institute of Music, his artistry and technical mastery will bring Sibelius’ 
masterpiece to life.​
​
Mr. Tavani will direct a violin masterclass on March 28, 2025, 7 PM at St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church in Palo Alto featuring GSYO musicians: Charisse Chao, Claire Gao, Julia Gardner, 
and Angie Zou. 

Concert Details: 

Date: Saturday, March 29, 2025​
Time: 7:00 PM​
Location: San Mateo Performing Arts Center, 600 N. Delaware Rd., San Mateo​
Tickets & Info: www.gsyomusic.org 

Don’t miss this spectacular night of music with the Golden State Youth Orchestra! Secure 
your tickets today and experience the power of live symphonic performance. 

About Golden State Youth Orchestra 

Golden State Youth Orchestra (GSYO) is one of the Bay Area’s leading youth orchestras. 
More than 460 K-12 students from over 100 schools from San Francisco to Santa Cruz train 
and perform in five orchestras and two ensembles, led by the award-winning, 
internationally recognized Symphony Orchestra. Concerts, tours, retreats, summer 
workshops, masterclasses and music festivals form a vital part of the Golden State Youth 
Orchestra experience, creating opportunities for youth at all levels of musical experience 
to develop socially and artistically while participating in the Bay Area's foremost 
instrumental training and education program. 

For media inquiries, interviews, or more information, please contact Lori Bingham at 
lori@gsyomusic.org.​
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