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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Golden State Youth Orchestra Announces Winners of Inaugural Emerging Composers’ 
Competition 

[Palo Alto, CA - June 20, 2025] – Golden State 
Youth Orchestra (GSYO) is thrilled to announce the 
winners of its first-ever Emerging Composers’ 
Competition, which drew submissions from 
talented young composers around the globe. This 
inaugural event marks a bold new chapter in 
GSYO’s commitment to championing fresh, 
original voices in orchestral music. 

The competition offers winning composers the 
opportunity to have their music performed and 
professionally recorded by GSYO’s top ensemble, 
the Symphony Orchestra, and provides meaningful 
cash prizes to support their creative work. 

First Prize ($750): Tales from the Aviary by Jordan 
Jinosko 

A richly imaginative and expressive work, Tales 
from the Aviary will be performed by the Symphony Orchestra at the Season Finale 
Concert in May 2026. In addition, the piece will be featured on GSYO’s 2026 international 
tour to Italy, Croatia, and Slovenia, bringing this vibrant new music to audiences across 
Europe. 

“Heart-stopping—that’s how it felt to learn that my orchestra piece, Tales from the Aviary, 
would be performed on tour in Europe,” said Jinosko. “As a composer, that’s the dream: to 
create something larger than yourself—something that crosses borders, transcends 
language, and inspires audiences to take positive action for the good of our planet.” 
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Second Prize ($500): California Contrasts by Jacob Harrison 

Awarded second place, Harrison’s vivid and dynamic piece will be performed in the 
2026–2027 season by the Symphony Orchestra. 

Third Prize ($250): Ten Remarks on a City by Aaron Israel Levin 

The competition was open to composers under the age of 35, regardless of nationality, 
career stage, or demographic background. Works were evaluated based on compositional 
quality and their suitability for GSYO’s musicians and audiences. 

“Commissioning new works is extremely important for any orchestra. Symphony 
orchestras can very easily fall into the habit of regurgitating masterworks of great 
composers from the past, for a good reason. However, composers are at the frontier of 
progress in Classical Music and if they do not write, we will not have the music of 
tomorrow. The purpose of this competition is to encourage more new music to be written 
and performed,” said Dr. Yun Song Tay, GSYO Music Director, Symphony Orchestra 
conductor, and competition panelist. 

“There is a wealth of remarkable music waiting to be discovered, and it is our firm belief 
that initiatives like this competition play a crucial role in shaping the future of classical 
music,” Dr. Tay added. 

GSYO extends its heartfelt congratulations to the winners and gratitude to all participants 
for their inspiring contributions. The organization looks forward to building on this 
successful debut in future seasons. 

For more information about GSYO, upcoming performances, or future competitions, visit 
www.gsyomusic.org. 
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